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AN EIGHTH 


LETTER 


(| 


Fr | 


The FARMER, Er. 


f 


My Countrymen, 


H AVE now demonſtrated to you the Nature 
of LIBERTY; that it is of Divine Original 
that it conſtitutes the Image of Gos in the Soul +» 
df Man; that, therefore, as the Liberty of Gon 
invariably willenb, 99 to his infinite W 
2 a 
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and Goodneſs 3 the Will of Man, who is his Image, 
can no further be free, than as it is directed by 
right Reaſon, and limited by good Conſcience. 


I nan further demonſtrated to you, that this 
the LIBERTY of Man, is the only Source and Sub- 
ſiſtence of all poſſible Virtue. That it is the ſacred 
and celeſtial Truſt for which alone we are account- 
able ; and that temporally and eternally we. muſt be 
wicked or worthy, miſerable or happy, in proportion 


as we are Free. 


— „ 


I nave further demonſtrated, that in this our 
State of Mortality, there are two otber Articles, that 
of Bidy and"that of Property, Which being annexed 
to our Exiſiznce are allo annextd to our LIBERTY; 
and though in Rank and Eſtimation they are infi- 
nitely inferior to that LiBerRTyY which is the LIE, 
and as it were the DEI of the Soul; that yet they 
conſtitute the Wholelof what is valuable upon Earth, 
and that their Loſs endangers the LinerTy of the 
Soul itſelf, the only Sz ar where Repoſe may be 
found throughout Eternity. 5 ER 

' WA BY 4 | | 444 
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I nave further demonſtrated, that, in our preſent 
State, Man is a Being compounded of Soul and 
Body, to whole joint Support and Welfare, Property 
is neceſſary. That, as he hath Reaſon to dire& him 
in the Attainment of ſuch Property, and Conſcience 
to diſſuade him from encroaching on the Property of 
Another, he alſo bath-Szrengih appointed to his Right 
of holding that which is his,own, and of repelling 
and puniſhing whoever is the Aſſailant. 7:1 
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I Have further demonſtrated, that there are many 
| Senſes and Appetites annexed to the Bodily Compo- 
fition of Man. That thoſe Senſes and Appetites 
are appointed to be the Miniſters of his Soul; and 
in a State of natural Freedom muſt. be ſubſervient 
to Reaſon : But that in many Caſes the Appetites 
have tranſgreſſed their Province, and by corrupting 
and enſlaving the Soul to unreaſonable Defires, have 
tempted+ ſome to encroach upon the Property of | 
others. | | 


I Have thereupon demonſtrated, / that the At- 
tacks which ſome have made upon Liberty and Pro- 
perty, impelled others to confederate for the Pre- 
ſervation thereof ; that this alone can be the In- 
tention and End of all Society ; and that, how- 
ever the Form of this Connection may vary, no | 
Community can be fuppoſed to have united to- = 
gether, with a Proſpect of Deſtruction, or even of 
Damage to the Individuals- os = 


wi 


I Have therefore demonſtrated, that, as all / 
cial Liberly is the Reſult of many Men united 
together for the Preſervation of natural Liberty to 

Each; wherever thoſe Divine Ends are proſtituted | 
or perverted, by unreaſonable Laws or a wicked - |} 
Adminiſtration ; then, and not till then, the Links = 

f that Society are ipſo fafo diſſolved, and the 

cople reſtored to their Right, though they may 
want the Power, of renewing their Conſtitution, or 
re- electing their Magiſtrates. 21 20 S 
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AnD now, my beſt beloved Countrytnen, in or- 
der to illuſtrate the Benefits of Liberty, in order 
to recommend and inforce upon your Minds, this 
Foundation of all Advantages this Source of all De- 
light, this Portion of the Divinity that is ſhed upon 
Man, I will give you on one Side the Picture of 
a Freeman, I. will give you on the other Side the 
Picture of a Slave——Chooſe the Subſtance 
of that Character whoſe Reſemblance you like 
beſt; - | T4, 


THraT Man who is ſo happy as to be born 
and educated, where his natural Liberty is aſſured 
to him by the Conſtitution of his Country, im- 
bibes the Bleſſings thereof from his earlieſt In- 
fancy; his little Heart is enlivened by the chear- 
full Faces around him; and the firit Ideas he 
conceives, are from the Actions of Freedom, and 
Expreſſions of Truth. As his Capacity begins to 
open, he receives no Impreſſions of Religion that 
are not illumined by Revelation, nor of Law 
that are not made facred by Reaſon ;. he per- 
ceives the juſtneſs of ſuch Sentiments by the 
Dawnings of his native Underſtanding, each Truth 
is duly reflected by the unprejudiced Mirror of his 
oon Mind, and the Characters of Virtue, im- 
preſſed by God apon his Heart, are retraced by 
Converſation, and rendered indelible by public 
Approbation and Authority. 


Hxxcx he is confident, he is open, he is chearful, 
he is generous, he is ſerene; he is not awed into a 
Hypocrite, he is not terrified into a Liar; his Ac- 
tions are neither diſtracted by Doubts, nor abridged 


by 


9 


by Caution; he hath but one Way to walk, even 
the High Road of Honour; his temporal Succeſs and 
Happineſs go Hand in Hand with his Virtue ; and 
that Virtue is diftated, is encouraged, is approved, 
is rewarded, by the Laws of his Country, by the 
Example of his Acquaintance, by the Deference of 
the People, and by the Magiſtrates of the Land. 


As he encreafes in Underſtanding to diſtinguiſh, 
in Ability to earn, and in Strength to defend his 
Property; he finds both the Rights of his Perſon, 
and the a5 ; Aqana of that Property, already ſet 
forth by Law, and protected by Power; the Ordi- 
nances of his Country, the Inſtitutions of LiszzTy, 
like ſo many Guardian Angels hedge him round 
about; and all that is requiſite on his Part, is to 


conform to that Law, and to add his Arm to 


that Power, by which he is himſelf defended and 
ſecured, 


The Conſciouſneſs of this Security, and the 
Aſſurance of this Protection, give him Encou- 
ragement for Induſtry, and Spirits to Application; 
he is thereby ſtrengthened in his Labours, and en- 
larged in his Underſtanding; he ſows his Land 


in Confidence, and he brings home his Harveſt 


with Songs and with Merriment; he rejoyces to 
tear up the Boſom of the Field which is his own 
he cultivates and manures it for many Genera- 
tions, inaſmuch as LIBERTY has appointed that 
the Deſcendants of his Loins ſhall reap the Pro- 


Tryvs 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


(8) 


 Tavs his Induſtry advances his Property into 
Abundance ; he hath wherewithal to confer on 
the Sick and the Needy ; and can ſpare a Portion 
to that loved Public by whom the Whole is aſ- 
ſured. He hath no Damage to apprehend, no 
Danger to foreſee ; his Thoughts are clear and 
undiſturbed ; he hath Leiſure and Attention, to 
ſtudy the Improvement of Manufactures, and Re- 
finement of Arts. He ſmiles at the Efforts of 
Malice or Knavery, and ſtands firm and undaunt- 
ed before the Frowns of the Great; for he builds 
his Houſe on the Rock of Law, and it is cover- 
ed by a juſt and impartial Adminiſtration. 


This Freedom gives him Dignity, and this 
Dignity gives him Ambition; he exerts every Fa- 
culty, every Talent which Nature hath given him, 
to its utmoſt Extent; and is emulous of leaving 
ſome Memorial of his Attachment to that en- 
dearing Society, of which he himſelf is ſo cheriſh- 
ed a Member. Such is the true Son of EVER 
ELORIOUS LIBERTY, it guards him all about, it 
warms him at Heart, he feels its Beneficence, he 
xejoices in its Comforts; he can labour, he can 
watch, he can bleed to retain it,—he can die for 
its Sake, but he cannot ſurvive it. On the other 
Hand. - + | | | "ot 


Tu ar Wretch who is born in a Society of 
Slaves, where public Reaſon is dethroned, Law 
appointed by Will, and Power actuated by Paſſion, 
receives Fetters on his firſt infant Efforts for 
Freedom, that eat and corrode to the very Quick 
of all Virtue. To what end is his Inſtruction, 
to what purpoſe his Knowledge, except it were 
to ſharpen the Senſe of his Miſery, and to 

open 
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open his Eyes to the Horrors of his Condition ? But 
his Tutors, alas, are of a different Caſt, the Truth 
of their own Minds is already damped or extinguiſh- 
ed; and this Son of Bondage can receive no poſſi- 
ble Impreſſion, but from the Tongue of Ignorance, 
or Example of Guilt, e 


Hexe the Characters of Virtue, which God 
hath traced upon his Soul, are contradicted by Con- 
verſe, controuled by Authority, and eraſed by Pre- 
cedent. He ſees Falſhood, Servility, and Cruelty 
around him, and his Heart contracts and hardens 
by Habit and Conformity. He perceives that Pow- 
er conſiſts in Rapine, in Violence, and Inſults, 
and he learns by Example to ſuffer and ſubmit, 
while his ſole Ambition is to rule with the Rod by 
which he is governed. 8 


Hz looketh abroad, he obſerves that Neighbour- 
hood is Danger, and Fellowſhip a Snare; he re- 
flects that there is no Confidence between Man and 
Man, and that Each endeavours to ſubſiſt by prey- 


ing on the Other. His Nature is ſhock'd, but he 
knows no edy, he firſt conforms, and then ap- 
proves. LiKt his wretched Aſſociates he learns to 


flatter and betray, and to wear a Countenance that is 
ever at Variance with his Soul. His Blood is 
baked in Choler, engendring Treaſons and Tra- 
gedies, Deſigns of Darkneſs and Deeds of Deſ- 
peration. MU, | | 
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Ir is thus, that in a State, where Will and Ap- 
petite rule, and Reaſon and Virtue are ſubjected, 
no Truſt is found in Friendſhip, no Faith in Fa- 
milies ; and @ Man's Enemies are thoſe of bis own 
Houſhold. Heis compelled to Sigh where he would 
Laugh, to Leer where he would Groan ; till he 
acquires a baſe, groveling, hypocritical, footlick- 
ing Spirit, entombed in a vile Body of 3 
Cringes, Ying Profeflions, abhorring Obeiſance, an 


nauſeous Grimace. 


Ar the ſame Time that he endeavours to invade 
the Poſſeſſions of Others, he hath no Aſſurance of 
his own Property, no Defence for his own Perſon, ' 
He tills the Ground in Liſtleſſneſs, and ſows it in 
Deſpair. He hath no Hope againſt Hunger, his 
preſent Morſel is his only Security for Subſiſtence, 
and his. preſent Tenures barely wait till Authori 
- ſhall ſeize. His ſole Eaſe under Burdens is his Cuſ- 
tom of bearing, and he hath no Comfort but in 
growing callous to the Senſe of his Afflicti- 


ONS. 
le, notwithſtanding, there yet » remain to 
him any Feeling of Humanity, ſome latent Spark 
of Virtue not wholly ſmothered in his Breaſt; 
While he leads his Bride to a joyleſs Couch, he pon- 
ders whoſe Luſt may ſoon invade his Marriage 
Bed, when he may be compelled to retire with a 
ſuffocating Reverence, and to yield up his ſtruggling 
Wife to the Defiler of his Family, and the Butcher 
of his Honour, If Children are born unto him, 


the 
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the Voice of Mirth, or Sound of Muſic is not 
heard beneath his Roef, for who rejoyces that a 
Man-flave is born into the World? The Parents 
weep over the Birth of their miſerable Infants, in the 
Proſpect that their Sons are to be as Camels for Bur- 


den, and their Daughters yet ſubjected to viler Proſ- 
titutions. 


- BurT of all the Plagues of Egyptian Bondage, 
of all the Fetters of Vaſſalage, the moſt galling is 
that which binds and bridles the Freedom of Thought; 
Where Spies are ſet upon Looks, where Walls re- 
peat Whiſpers, and each inwardly trembles while he 
ſpeaks to a Brother; then are Ears greedy to liſten, 
yet fearful of Tidings ; each Eye ſhews a gloomy and 
diſcontented Soul, beneath a conſtrained Geſture, . 
and awkard Complaiſance. Thoughts are eager for 
Expreſſion while Lips tremble with Caution, where 
a Word may be caught e'er it falls to the Ground, 
half-Sounds be formed into arbitrary Significations, 
half-Geſtures into Aſſaults, and half Sentences into 
Treaſon, | 


Tuvs fares it with a Nation, who ſurrender their 
L1iBerRTY, the SacRED TrusT of divine and 
ineſtimable Value, which Gop, Nature, Reaſon, and 
confederating Society, have repoſed in wicked and 
Self-betraying Hands. The Storm of arbitrary Pow- 
er doth not fall of a ſudden, the Night of total De- 
pravity doth not bury them at once; the Encroach- 
ments are gradual, the Approaches are regular, till 
the Cataſtrophe becomes equally pernicious to all, 
to Uſurpation as well as Vaſſalage, to the Enſlaved 
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and the Enflavers ; till the Tyrants who corrupted, 
and the baſe Wretches who were influenced, grow 
like Pygmalion and his Subjects, Thoſe trembling at 
the Daggers and Darkneſs of each Night, The/e 
wakeful in Expectation of the Mornipg's Slaugh- 


ter. 


Ir you like not ſuch a Situation, if you have a Hor- 
rour of ſuch a State, be faithful, be fervent, to pre- 
ſerve to yourſelves, to convey to your Poſterity, thoſe 
ineſtimable Rigats and Privileges, thoſe Liberties you 
retain, e cle 


Neves arrogate to yourſelves the Adminiſtration 
of Power, for LIBER T never lodged Power in the 
Hands of the People, Theirs indeed is the Appoint- 
ment and Diſpoſition thereof, but where- ever they 
reclaimed it, their Perdition enſued. 


Bur, on the other Hand, as Power is natu- 
rally encroaching and aſſuming, as it grows bulky 
by Nouriſhment, and ſtrengthens by Age, till 
it forgets the kihd Parents by whom it was be- 
gotten and nurtured, and turns Alien to the Pur- 
poſes for which it was ordained ; you ſhould be 
extremely cautious and inquiſitive into the Virtues 
of that Man, in whoſe Hands you. depoſite . fo. 
fearful a Truſt; that he may gratefully acknow- 
ledge, and invariably apply his Power, to the 
ſole End for which it was ever poſſeſſed, either by 
Gop in Heaven, or Legiflators upon Earth; 2 
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the Good of n1s Creatures, to the Advantage of 
their Conſtituents. But, above all, beware of com- 
mitting the Sword of Authority, into the known 
Adminiſtration, and experienced Graſp, of any 
Plunderer of your leaſt Property, or Poſſeſſor of 
your ſmalleſt Right. 


Tax Election of two Legiſlators is now at 
Hand, ſtand firm to your Liberties ! acquit your- 
ſelves like Men! I fay it and will ever fay it, that 
to appoint your Repreſentatives is your Privilege 
alone; that to ele& their own Legiſlators belongs 
ſolely to the People; that this EVER cLoR10us' 
AND INDEFEASIBLE RIGHT, is the Life, the very 
Heart, and vital Heat of LIBERTY; that it is 
the Ess NE of our free and ineſtimable Conſtitu- 
tution; and that no Power, no Domination, no 
Authority upon Earth, hath the ſmalleſt Right, 
or Colour of Right to inffuence or interfere. 


Lr the Great enjoy their Riches, and the 
Titled their Honours; we are contented with our 
Poverty, and envy them not. Let Magiſtrates, 
exert their Authority, we will pay them all Obe- 
dience.;. but-let this be ſufficient for them, let them 
be ſatisfied with their own Limits, let us fay, thus 
far ſhall ye paſs and no further, Let them not in- 
vade our Souls, nor caft Chains over the Efforts 
of a free-born Spirit. Preſerve your Truth, my 
dear Friends, preſerve your Truth from every 
Fetter; and if there is any among you, ſo poor, 
that his» Integrity is. his only Property, let him 
grow rich, and, ſtrong, and honoured. in the Re- 


\ 
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Or what Conſequence, of what Import is the 
Freedom of Elections, if Electors are influenced, 
if they are not free to chooſe ? To what Purpoſe 
is this Conſtitution of incomparable LIBER TT, if 
the Individuals make no Uſe or Advantage thereof ? 
is not the Ruin of my Houſe, equal, whether it 
tumbles by a Tempeſt, or I. pull it on my own 
Head? is not the Ruin rather aggravated, where I 
have nothing to reproach, but my own Folly or 
Wickedneſs for my own Perdition ? 


Lo have now, my honoured Brethren, but a 
ſhort time to conſider, that a free Election is the 
very Spring. and great Principle of our Conſtitu- 
tion ; that it is gloriouſly ſo, fince all Authority 
ſabſiſts in the People alone, in whom alone it is 
refolvable, from whom alone it is derived. That, 
therefore, ſhould you barter this Pearl of mighty 
Price, you choak the Courſe of LIDERTxęven at 
the Fountain-Head ; and every proſtitute Voter 
puts to his Shoulder and his Hand, to ſap the Foun- 
dation, to tear away the corner Stones, whereon 
— and Proſperity of this whole Nation 
18 5 | „ : | 


- SHALL any influenced, venal; and abje& Elector, 
have the Impudence to repine at Laws, or mur- 
mur at Magiſtrates, whoſe Weakneſs, or Perver- 


ſion he endeavoured to promote? 


Max you, my beloved and reſpected Country- 
men, be ſhining Examples of à contrary Conduct, 
to all free States, to all future Electors l may the 
Wiſdom and Impartiality, of your generous Voices, 
a ER 
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be duly honoured in the Capacity, the Intrepidity, 
the Integrity, of thoſe diſtinguiſhed Candidates, on 
whom your Election ſhall light! May each of you 
ever, and invariably vote, as you would wiſh the 
Repreſentatives of ſuch glorious Conſtituents, to vote 
in the great and auguſt Council of this Nation! 
without Fear, without Prejudice, without Intereſt, 
without Animoſity, as Public Good alone ſhall 
prompt, and Truth ſhall diate ! May you 
worthily ſerve yourſelves, and my Labours thereby 
will be amply rewarded, | | 
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